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CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA 

ACADEMIC SENATE 
 
 
DATE:  February 18, 2009 
 
TO:   Academic Affairs Committee 
 
FROM: Academic Senate Executive Committee 
 
SUBJECT: Academic Senate Referral 
 

1. CLASSIFICATION: AA-005-089 

2. TITLE OF REFERRAL:  Calendar Change to a Two Semester 
Academic Year from Three Quarters 
 

3. BACKGROUND:  See attached referral request form.  Additional 
background provided by the EC: None 

 
4. RECOMMENDED RESOURCES:  See attached referral request form 

and supporting documentation.  Additional resources recommended by 
the EC: Marten denBoer,  All Faculty, ASI, All Deans, All VPs 

 
For the Committee’s Report on this referral, please list only the 
resources that were actually consulted. 

 
5. REVIEW AND RECOMMEND: Review and recommend as appropriate. 

6. DATE REQUIRED FOR PRESENTING COMMITTEE REPORT TO 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: April 7, 2009 
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CALIFORNIA STATE POLYTECHNIC UNIVERSITY, POMONA 
ACADEMIC SENATE 

REFERRAL REQUEST FORM 
 

Please provide all information requested in this form.  Incomplete referrals will be 
returned. Referrals must be submitted in electronic form to: 
senate@csupomona.edu 
 
Date: February 13, 2009 
 
Names and titles of proponents: 
 
Eileen Fears (Professor of Art) 
Melissa Flicker (Assistant Professor of Graphic Design) 
Joe Hannibal (Professor of Art) 
Ray Kampf (Assistant Professor of Graphic Design) 
Alyssa Lang (Assistant Professor of Graphic Design) 
Crystal Yanchin Lee (Assistant Professor of Graphic Design) 
Babette Mayor (Chair and Professor of Graphic Design) 
Sarah Meyer (Associate Professor of Graphic Design) 
Alison Pearlman (Assistant Professor of Art History) 
Chari Pradel (Assistant Professor of Art History) 
 
KEYWORDS: (list at least 3 keywords to facilitate referral access through 
database) Semester, schedule, academic calendar 
 
 
TITLE OF REFERRAL: Calendar Change to a Two Semester Academic Year 
from Three Quarters 
 
BACKGROUND:  (Provide background on the need for this referral and how it 
will benefit the University.  Clearly state the expected outcome(s) or action(s) 
requested) 
 
Evaluate the campus’ desire and feasibility to change the academic year to two 
semesters instead of three quarters. Ninety percent of campuses nationwide are 
on a semester system. Conversion would put the university more in sync with the 
calendars of other campuses, making transfer to Cal Poly Pomona more 
achievable. Many educational events, conferences, and study abroad programs 
are planned with the semester schedule in mind. Adopting this schedule would 
enable our students to more fully participate in these events. Moreover, this will 
make our students more competitive for traditional summer internships. 
 
Studies show that retention is higher for students on a semester calendar. Most 
textbooks are written for semester-long courses, and more time in a course 
would allow deeper exploration of subject matter. Many of our students rely on 
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part-time and summer employment to pay for their education; a semester 
schedule would provide more regularity for work schedules.  
 
Though the conversion would require reconfiguration of the curriculum, each 
academic year would see one less advising, scheduling, and grading period, 
reducing workloads for staff, faculty, and administrators. This issue is worthy of 
full exploration of the Academic Senate to produce a balanced evaluation and 
recommendation. Evaluation of release time and/or payment for faculty involved 
with the curriculum redevelopment should be explored. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES:  (Provide a list of persons and documents that 
could be consulted for additional information on this topic) 
 
https://nss-nemo.calstatela.edu/semester/docs/tfcal9-10-01.pdf 
 
http://answers.google.com/answers/threadview?id=242333 
 
 
The Executive Committee (EC) forwards the referrals to a standing committee that researches 
the proposal, contacts resources, and submits a report.   The EC reviews the report, forwards it to 
the Senate or returns it to the standing committee for additional information, clarification, or 
review.  After the EC accepts the report it is placed on the agenda of the next Academic Senate 
meeting for a first reading and a month later for a second reading where voting takes place. The 
referral is then sent to the President for approval. Depending on the topic the process may 
take from 1 to 3 quarters.  A motion to waive the first reading, if approved by the Senate, would 
reduce the wait time by one month. 
 
Is there a deadline by when this referral needs to be considered by the Academic 
Senate?     X    No             Yes, by                                              (date).  
Justification for deadline: 
 
Referrals will be placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the Executive 
Committee if submitted no less than 5 work days (a week) before the date 
of the meeting.  Under special circumstances and whenever possible, 
requests to waive the deadline may be granted with an appropriate 
justification. 

https://nss-nemo.calstatela.edu/semester/docs/tfcal9-10-01.pdf
http://answers.google.com/answers/threadview?id=242333
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